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Mr. President, the Congress worked 

long and hard in a bipartisan fashion to 
give Amtrak one more opportunity to 
do what they keep telling us they can 
do given the chance. The President let 
Amtrak, Congress, and the taxpayers 
think Amtrak was being given that 
chance. Sadly, the Administrations 
subsequent lack of interest is quickly 
taking that chance away. 
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SENATOR BYRD RECEIVES CON-
GRESSIONAL AWARD’S LEADER-
SHIP AWARD 
Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, last 

night, Senator ROBERT C. BYRD was 
awarded the Congressional Award Pro-
gram’s highest honor, the Leadership 
Award. This award is given to someone 
who has exhibited extraordinary lead-
ership in support of programs which 
benefit our Nation’s youth and the 
Congressional Award Program. We all 
know Senator BYRD as a skilled legis-
lator, master of the Senate’s rules and 
procedures, award-winning historian of 
the United States Senate, a man of 
great honor and personal integrity, a 
fine example of true leadership, a col-
league, and a friend. We may not be 
fully aware of his tireless efforts on be-
half of the children of this country. 
The Leadership Award is presented 
each year to individuals who have dis-
played outstanding commitment to im-
proving the lives of young Americans 
and who have provided critical support 
to the Congressional Award program in 
its efforts to make the Award a na-
tional opportunity for all of our young 
people. 

Senator BYRD knows only too well 
the hardships many of our children 
face: plagued by poverty, challenged by 
a culture which all too often fails to 
glorify the values essential to a civil 
society, facing violence not present 
when we grew up, a world without the 
kinds of heroes that inspired Senator 
BYRD to personal achievement and a 
life of service to others. As he so clear-
ly articulated last night at the Con-
gressional Award’s annual dinner and 
program, heroes fuel in us a desire for 
personal development. And Senator 
BYRD found out that he is a hero to 
many. 

Grant Hill, NBA basketball star, 
talked of the great honor of competing 
against Michael Jordan, and the equal-
ly great honor of meeting Senator 
BYRD, ‘‘the Michael Jordan of the Sen-
ate.’’ Mr. Hill was awarded the Horizon 
Award, which gives special recognition 
to individuals from the private sector 
who have contributed to expanding op-
portunities for young Americans 
through personal contributions to 
youth programs, and who have set ex-
ceptional examples for young people 
through their success in life. 

Congress grants only two medals: 
The Congressional Medal of Honor and 
the Congressional Award. The Congres-
sional Award was established by Con-
gress through P.L. 96–114. Senator 
BYRD was a member of the first Con-
gressional Award Joint Leadership 
Commission and helped set the stand-

ards for this bipartisan program which 
is available to young people aged 14–23. 
To earn an award, participants must 
set and achieve individually chal-
lenging goals in volunteer community 
service, personal development, physical 
fitness and expeditions. 

Please join me in extending our con-
gratulations to Senator BYRD for being 
the 1998 recipient of the Congressional 
Award’s Leadership Award, and for re-
ceiving yet again another first: being 
named the ‘‘Michael Jordan of the Sen-
ate.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO SPEARFISH HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS FOR THEIR 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE 1998 
‘‘WE THE PEOPLE . . .’’ COMPETI-
TION 
Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I want 

to commend an outstanding group of 
students from South Dakota who have 
participated in the We the People . . . 
The Citizen and The Constitution pro-
gram across our state this year. The 
We the People . . . program is an an-
nual nationwide competition sponsored 
by the Center for Civic Education. 

The We the People . . . The Citizen 
and the Constitution program is the 
most extensive educational program in 
the country developed specifically to 
educate young people about the Con-
stitution and the Bill of Rights. The 
We the People . . . program has pro-
vided curricular materials at upper ele-
mentary, middle and high school levels 
for more than 75,000 teachers and 24 
million students nationwide. This pro-
gram is designed to help students 
achieve a reasoned commitment to the 
fundamental values and principles that 
bind Americans together as a people. 
The program also fosters civic disposi-
tions on traits of public and private 
character conducive to effective and 
responsible participation in politics 
and government. 

Students from Marion High School, 
Harding County High School, Hot 
Springs High School, Rutland High 
School, and Spearfish High School 
showed a tremendous amount of talent 
and exhibited a great deal of diligent 
study in a state competition last 
month in Pierre, South Dakota. Stu-
dents participated in simulated con-
gressional hearings as the culminating 
state activity for the We the People 
. . . program. Each class, working in 
cooperative teams, prepared and pre-
sented statements before a panel of 
subject experts who acted as congres-
sional committee members and posed 
challenging questions about the Con-
stitution, the Bill of Rights, and our 
democratic system. The format pro-
vided students an opportunity to dem-
onstrate their knowledge of constitu-
tional principles and their under-
standing of civic responsibility. 

These teams had the support and 
guidance of their teacher and local ad-
visors, which is essential in such a 
challenging competition. Curt Sage 
and Principal Mark Rockafellow from 
Marion High School, Paul Rystrom and 
Principal Allen Dvorak from Rutland 

High School, Marty Wood and Prin-
cipal Gary Peters from Hot Springs 
High School, and John Pfitzer and 
Principal Charles Maxon from Harding 
County High School are to be com-
mended for their involvement and for 
providing an educational environment 
in their schools that encourages teach-
ers and students alike to participate in 
this type of program. 

The Spearfish High School team won 
the state competition and will be vis-
iting Washington next week to com-
pete in the national competition. The 
Spearfish team is well prepared for 
what will be an exciting and competi-
tive final round here in Washington on 
May 2–4. The members of the Spearfish 
team representing South Dakota in the 
national finals are: Melissa Bauman, 
Tricia Beringer, Toni Bickford, Andy 
Binder, Pam Blair, Chelsea Collins, 
Christian Colaiacoro, Nicole Dana, 
Jason Delahoyde, Jacob Dell, Justin 
Huck, Lucas Humbracht, Sara Jensen, 
Brandy Lensegrav, Wade McDonald, 
Justin Nicholas, Eric Nies, Kirby Sand, 
Jason Schoental, Becky Stokes, Amy 
Sylvester, Mikayla Tetrault, Jonathon 
Watson, and James Williams. I am very 
proud of their accomplishments and 
wish them well in the national com-
petition. 

I would also like to recognize their 
teachers, Patrick Gainey and Tom 
Freece, for their tireless efforts over 
many months in working with these 
talented students. The district coordi-
nator, Lennis Larson, also contributed 
a significant amount of time and effort 
in working with all South Dakota 
schools who participate in the pro-
gram. 

I commend all the South Dakotans 
Constitutional scholars who have par-
ticipated and worked so hard. Our 
South Dakota student team from 
Spearfish is currently conducting re-
search and preparing for the upcoming 
national competition. I wish the stu-
dents and teacher the best of luck at 
the We the People . . . national finals, 
and I look forward to meeting them 
when they visit Capitol Hill and the 
Senate. 
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THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Wednes-
day, April 29, 1998, the federal debt 
stood at $5,512,958,788,432.21 (Five tril-
lion, five hundred twelve billion, nine 
hundred fifty-eight million, seven hun-
dred eighty-eight thousand, four hun-
dred thirty-two dollars and twenty-one 
cents). 

One year ago, April 29, 1997, the fed-
eral debt stood at $5,348,145,000,000 
(Five trillion, three hundred forty- 
eight billion, one hundred forty-five 
million). 

Five years ago, April 29, 1993, the fed-
eral debt stood at $4,237,171,000,000 
(Four trillion, two hundred thirty- 
seven billion, one hundred seventy-one 
million). 
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